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over, there was some disorder, and stones were thrown at

The the town guard.    Its commander, Captain Porteous, gave

Pori55s orders for the guard to fire, and some people were killed.

(1736) p0pujar fury was aroused. Captain Porteous was tried and
condemned to death. But he was reprieved by the Govern-
ment, and the mob then took matters into their own hands
and hanged him on a dyer's pole.1 Walpole's Government
accordingly tried to pass a Bill punishing the city of Edin-
burgh, but its terms were so stringent that they were opposed
by all the Scottish members and had to be considerably
modified. Walpole's position in Scotland was further
weakened by the defection of the Duke of Argyll, who had
enormous influence; consequently in the new Parliament of
174:1 only six Scottish members supported Walpole.
'^ Meanwhile Queen Caroline's death in 1737 had deprived

Fau of Walpole of his chief ally, whilst in the same year the Prince
W(i?42) of Wales joined the Opposition. Finally, the Opposition
forced on the war with Spain in 1739 (p. 599), and Walpole's
mismanagement of it helped to secure his defeat and resig-
nation in 1742. Walpole's rule had not been an inspiring
one. But his policy of peace abroad and inactivity at home
had two results: it made the Hanoverian dynasty secure,
and it gave the country a breathing space which enabled
her to endure the exertions demanded during the later wars
of the century. Moreover, Walpole's strong, clear common
sense had been of great value in matters of practical admini-
stration, whilst his financial ability had done much, and
would, but for a factious opposition, have done more to
develop the prosperity and trade of the country. ^

Walpole had been a great minister, but the same cannot
be said of the men who followed him. The Whigs still
continued their long hold of office, and Carteret, Pelham,
and the Duke of Newcastle were the new leaders.

The new Government had now to meet what threatened
to be a very formidable danger, and here they really reaped

1 See Scott's Heart of Midlothian for a full account of the Porteous Riots,